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stopped the roar behind him to as- |
awer the call from the bridge. ;
“‘.‘I::’: ’:et attempt"—— came In nl

"We #ee r lght!* Harling's
spark ro-nd'::eh. “We have o.u‘.-
non ::rhahot line and we''—

l’-lamnﬁn.nuﬂ & Mo«

ment to take it not try reach

us at alll” ‘l'hnrnnnulm:

m command. "Boats Bave twenty-sight;
you

a0 T s e
W ] e — -

————

¢
puos

here are two, Bee aly now,
but have just lost boats due east.
Bteer south—ateer Have

you"—
ve sighted one boatl®
ow many Innterns 1™ " 0y '

“Good! " That MArst. Hava you
sighted other? Bhould da mile-half
due weat other. Have you hted 1™
the - "Make out fourteen In bo All

lDwU‘l well.”
5 ! Have you sighted other?

NG Y

AP Do you make out women?"
(= cnm 'ri !g xX. #:Il.l ::ﬂ t}m in lnlu.lln." i
5 1 - m'.lt “o'l
o e From the Reef. Do.you, out women? CARewee!
> B Mongollan's spark roared Do you make women in boat sighted?
4 out: .

Ilq’ you sighted other?
ul'-". ardé taking them on. All are
“Were women In that boat? Have
you sightad other?’
"One woman being taken on firet.
Bhe Is_safe, Have not yet elghted
other hoat.”

. “Storm centrs southwest
5 . ul, lightning by wesl, We
') o Wee break south by west. Are
- steering southwest By west to find

How long tan you last™
“Then she—other woman Is in other

“halt hour.”
boat. Do not give it up. Use search-
"We cannot maka better than Lght! M may have loat lantern!”

twelve knots,” the Mongollan's spark  “Have taken off maid,
.. Angwered, mercllemsly, at the up--l'lgelmu twelve crew,
- L »8aln's nod. “Cannot reach you within ,.g:‘., ss Durant?"
- 8o Bours, even steering ditect for  .l.ve you mighted other boat?

N
i,
L

=570 g

«you. Have you lifebontsT Where was  “Wae are looking for It.”

‘that lightning?™ “What?" asked the tapper shortly,
- “Two! East by north.” -ﬂ;-r or lllﬂ;tl-:ll. ! Bh light!
. . 8 “Your light is out oW B e
“Guide us by wircleas long as can, I pug it out,” the resonator replied
hen take to boats. Take rockets on

beats.”

coolly, "I told you useless come here.

Don't give up that boat! You cannot

& ‘n[nyu:l.ln here, Bearch for that
. 2]

Eegw rwrlun‘::l“ the -pa.r“k.

roa again. It changed to app

;fllt. “Remember man with you!
ow show your light!"’

“He atayed with me to halp save the
othera!”™ the tapper answered deflant-
1y, "Could not see him clearly; have
not seen him wsince; but In last rush
for boats he stayed below to kesp dy-
pamos. I anawer for him, too. Wil
not show light till r:u bave second
boat. Do you see 1t?"

But ahead and under the bridge

. “FLifebor ‘4 left yacht ten minutes

wago dur! y break In communiextion.
h' emarles fourteen peérsons, 4—
ey started with rockets, but are
ing them already. s

. “Fjrst boat must have used all"
Harling took up the reading again
- "Second almoat. They now sesm un-
derstand from direction my search.
light you coming from northeast
setm moving toward yow
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“Why, just theee
. o

“Why do you me, ™
thhn’-r hm.m H-‘t‘” e wlsurr
tlonil. the
o bound My, Durant 16 pay “Not
m eontinued,
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“Mr. Durant, will

Mr. Bradley to conl mmsll
object of this Inquiry—t Bom
gun?' Pinckney requested.

i "1 confess 1 sse no hlﬂll-’

last queations, Mr, Bradiey,” Mr, -
ant sald, “upon the bafore w.
Why do you l? for this privats

i

i‘isl
1;1
i

i
3ERE

¥

L

[ *HBut what has to do

(i L

and lradiey spoke almost .

i “Why—nothing at all, sir!™ the little
an i -

triumphiantly. “"Weuld 1:%—
I t all to you to know .
I"'I'u:no; contraeted, ia Mr. Durants

was a4 commotion. Almost under Its

bow, the Mongollan had stumbled
upon the second boat, with Ianterns
and oars gonas, but still upright, and

Depend. only upom lan-
| i farne." 4

5 \ mlll:rr:kcu gone, but they have
| A4
r

“| Ought to Get More Than He

Does; I've Been

Here Longer”

.are you? the Mongolian de-
us chnnged hepr course

A r";!::r mal

u

with Ita ¢rew clinging ta its sents.

“The great ship swung around, and
aa the ro were flung down a hun-
dred pulled the survivors to the deck.

Bervice agent. He had to amswer his  Mr, Durant, Frances and Dick wers
questions dasedly, as evasively as he walting in the blg morning room,

ny crew stayed
could. He had tv show dosens of pa- brightly and cheerfully ltlgud by

All needed for dynamos,

5 s 1 e pers, designs and drawings, on de- the § o'clock sunshine which came in
| atos” e van Reay curvont Tor virg. ogmn: 1 o oot 10 1M Gana Would Piackney never come? trough (ne half-opened  curiaina
i . wH found them ast he came. Mars w ey, the ret Service man, was
ru::‘ mn.n"“ g i h“.oww?d.‘“_ mi: un ‘ ¥ e :lnl;' .D&n&: #imnl{h ::o;m l:u‘mntm ;t:andlnfd he{loro br..h.u ll.lgl! mun.t;.na
\ L T} [ " orks ornl evidently n resaing m
Ly .- mnﬂ:':o&-%m m was :“;:3.3-'“ ' Pinokney, -uruyi must appreviste his- gurnestly before the two entered.

. from you and direotnsss ap- _~Sbe ie ‘with you!™ Har raced sition. He had, for he was await- ., ho saw the littls designer, he
A “Keep signaling. Who sre WmAdly with ‘the storm. “All rest "Eou"""h g"‘"u 1* The Little modded to him kindly. Frances and
4 P ~rer -1‘.’;. s l'hun on; #wh:“#n you!; roul “;'“ "':. ey .ln M.-“ {.)Ilckrbo:lhl n;uto&:'lm. and ttl}l&&&.

{ i Durant; arling jum OIL, an " i  him for his stum congratulatio
'&m&&:ﬂ‘:‘!ﬂﬂmw read mo. stared aheAd. White and cloar, oven lef. "You must Bave A terribie 500 their rescus. Mr. Durant crosssd

time on the sea, sir!™ he exclaimed,
as he took the other's hand. “But I
can't tell you how giad I am you
oame out™——

“Yes, yea, Marsh," Pinckney now
gheoked him lmﬁtlnnuy. “You've
@eon having something of a time here
too, eh?™ He came to the matter di-
rectly. “You rather needed me—
what ™

“Yoa, sir!" Marah admitted. “You've
beard, of course, how ths Bommers
gun exploded In the test and killed
thres men and hurt four others! Oh,

over, to shake the little .man's hand
and put him at ease,

“You must not think, Marabh,” he
sald kindly, “that sither Mr,’ Bradiey
or Lisut. Sommers or mywself belleves
that you have been to blame for the
disaster with the gun, Mr, Bradley
has just been explaling to us the
probable connection of this with mat-
ters of even graver importance than
the gun disaster. It |s to help him In
clearing up thess points that he
wishas to question you now."

“Yous, Mr. Marsh,” Frances added.
T have just been telling Mr. Bradley
lso‘w many years we have known you,
00—

“Marsh is all right, Mr. Durant—
Francea” Pinckney out in, almost
rudely. "He has merely been & good
deal overworked sinoe we went away,
and the methods of Mr, Bradley dur-
IlLtha last fow days were not cal-
culated to help him much, But he Is
quite prepared to answer whatever
vou moay ask, sir!” He faced the Be-
oret Hervice man. “Bo, if you are
ready to"—m

“Plengs, father— Mr. Bradley,”
Frances Interrupted, “Just a moment
before you begin. I should like to
spsak with Lieut. Bommera,"

“Really, Frances"——Pinckney be-
Fan to object. But the girl had arisen
and, with a glance at Dick, walked

spelled. with through the lightning, the bright
rom Manila to &lare of a naugunt ‘:llud out.
Du- “He got It!" cried Harling, and
swung - Pinckney, half compre-
bending, - was clutching at him.
“She—ashe''—— he was stammering.
*“The sallors knocked us down In the
., last’ rush for the boats,” he managed
“} oouldn’t find her In

" A thousand yards to leeward, then
five huadred, and at last ﬁnmly
two hundred, the great liner stopped
and mersly held steerageway. A mo-

I tell you I could scarcely al ‘an
ment ‘f‘.“;‘:‘“"w‘m‘*&:‘m hour befors it; and sinoe then—I don't

know what I've done, or how I've got
O e ot T irvaces Slong! I—we both deserve prison for
e """',,""" iy ‘Themaalves 1! he blurted boldly, in his agitation.
.:h m:f:rm m‘m of :;: "“Hush, Marah!"” Pincknay eyed the
a, ding themselves to- llttle man severaly, "Don't even think
e S omped Into the sea. " that to yourself. How could we tell
With ihe wash of the waves siack- tDat at this special test thoss men
m.nu lins It was pulled, the Would stay outside their shelters and
ag s : and for killed? It waan't our fault at all.
rope’'s burden came alongside; an > gt atall
an instant, as thay touched the liner's oursed
Per- gide, the sea was merciful.
Numbed and senseless and badly
brulsed bLut still breathing, the msea

ve them up.
‘%Blu will live now!” The doctor put
out Wis hand to restrain the struggle

had re-
vived beside the girl.

“Oh, Frances, you will live!"” Pinck-
ney had come up and bent over the
girl. But Dick, bruised and battered,
strugiied up and pushed the other
away. He ﬂ“‘ht the girl and held her
to Bimaeslf. Her syss as they opensd
bent about her—
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don't blame
Marsh."

"I xnow, sir,” the little man agreed
:ulltuy “that perhaps we couldn't

now tlr.cy were going to be careless
with that mtlcullrtm. But st
we both knew, air, they often
are careless at teats.” ”

“What do you mean, Marsh?’
Pinckney domanded, struck by some-
thing In the other's tons. to the end of the room. Dick jol

“l mean, sir, that just the day be- her and they stood In a recess a
fore the test I wrots to the man In from the others. [
charge, warning him to be careful “Mr, Bradley leaves for Washing-
with lh:n l:o::;l::.- gun. But—it hap- tag ln;:qdlu:.elr after thisa?' Frances

amxea him at ence.

i ‘lt'- that?' Pinckney grabbed “Yeu"

Marsh. “And you go with him?*

“Oh, I didn't sign it eir, or word “His Instructions are to bring me
It In any way to lat any ons suspeot with him. The formal inquiry begins
that any one knew thers was any- at Washington to-morrow.”
thi wrong with the gun,” whined “Not only about your gun, but for
the little man under the atrong lu'rrp the other charges too?"

‘“You ought to be glad you n't  “Yea"™

'I | Frances!” he oried joy-
N,'Jis. thank God! You oame safe,

r.
tho—t —O ve them " you rove the a ‘meh rely _ “Then it did get to them in time!" thouxh Rheinwtrum ls oo
o oel.r‘" .hwund. sl h, Dick, Dick ‘lrluh_"bc anything to go for us 3 &?ﬁ?stﬁw’z will send back Bove | ; he e o A M 8 R (R K iy e mr.ll'!'“
e e 3 “Them, sir? Dick Iaughed. "I'm afrald, as they "1 not # u‘mm miroumy. “And stlll they were #ver pald, no one t
'APTER XI “Bradisy and the Secret Bervice, of can't-have seen the Han Juan, they the fact of those Mu. % - has ever ssen, knowa, or
A 2 CH. ' courss. They've besn altogether too may not consider that an adequate tey.” Bradley replied . "l w You, Marsh; for the man who got him.
: TAe Clearing of the Clouds. busy. This Bradley had & m sentence to prove Marsh's knowl of thosé At Ald set know what it was, and'did = “What do thess facty
g ; walting for Mr. Durant at San -  "Plsase dou't laugh at me!” plead- facts.” : ' not take time to gpea it. ¥You should Bo“-. « Bradléy™ g
- ‘M. e have: &4 "-' :.MD;‘“':‘: cleco. ‘That's why Mr. Durant wired ¢4 Frances “Seriovsly, please, don't Wi ™ TR I Y apt .c';:"‘.";::f ".-'::" J;t '::udn:t - S A a3 atarted -
. e Mu“ w Pm;." t orks, ;lo:r:;r?. did. You got my wire, too, :.ouh: ;nk - radley can clear you ‘ll;. "uy: you mu?!"‘.“'u whic m‘. l?.?" tell us what made you ::I:r:. rlah“nc. but that some Dhvtpe . .
i Sais & : . “Yes, str" “From what he has toid us o tar, I ve just recounted T I '
o e P e nanted @ o You ses. In trying fo beip you, dep't see how Do your" o L ey e B o B R ‘ﬁ '-
ra!” He strained forward & dressed were handed Marsh,” Pinckney burst out bitterly . ‘1 knew you felt so. And so I want- Now, was Bmith diacharged for &nd we all, knew e principle elnstrum &Hﬁ i * that one of the eaptured s
e olher was acknowl- 4 . A them 1’ of the gun was unsound. Marsh was mems gun In fo ! confeased that ¥
' ¥ L 1o DitHa: SN deuignie on Fhe SNORR: ' Mg The lltll:nl:l.l.l.‘ TN VS 99 “Lto“:l l L tlul.ml;o: “r.lrnlt‘m. “Why—yes, sir,” Maresh, us sbout It That was all” “"Hut mot MarshT' oried Mr. Dur- |, .lt‘!ol" nm Lo “t
ing aftor the Mongollan reached port. 'l?,’,':':n"::"“t - Jut'm you see T sayn It cannot make the Wiancing quickly at Pinckney, “At Pinckney tried to sewe things aghln. ant, ehocked. — “Net M M. oot to an American. _
once.” {

Extend every courtesy to Wil
jam Bradley of the Becret Bervice,
who is pow: in Durant This s
your warrant for furnishing him
with every ‘facility to diacover any
facts which can assist him fx

cause and responsibility for disas-
ter to Bommers's gun, pending my

wrival W A
GEORGE DURANT,
Marsh dropped thd message fearful-

ly, took up the second and tore It
open:
. in every possible way

test difference with—with me!™
“Miss Durant!"
*“Oh, pleass don't, Dick!"”
“Francea, then—oh, Francesl”
. “Yes, please, always! lsn't there
too much between us now, for any-
thing else to matter? I mean, 1 want
u to know, before you go into this
nquiry, that, however It comes out,
there s too muoch betwsan us for—for
make any difference.”
"ht-—l!t'nncu. dou'tﬂr-:um:ﬂ;r-
maAay mean a-
gradation, dlshonor!”
*“That Is why I wanted to say to

1

“Yen, air." o

“Then you understand that you've

t to stand close by me and do what

say, and keep your me,
it you can't for Aol

“I'll try to, sir.”

“"How long has that fellow besn
about here?”

“Bradley? About ten bafore
you landed, I think." Marsh sesamed
only the more frightened, rather than
steadied. “But I t him from find-
ing out much, Hs'd been talking to
O'Leary and some of the men, but be

he midst &€ the word the record
snd the tape of the automatic
¢ uarellad blank. That was all,

fqgr' ash!” The Mongolian's spark
w as Harling struck the key,

& hs

M  Irvessa! Bommers! Bom-
mera! Bommers! Irvessa!"

.Oppoose
“Boe .peflection your searchiight, T ' inquiry by Bradley or any one - &9t nothing from the offices.” u agaln that it oannot make as
think, on clouds due northeast,” reg-  else. ' Appear to comply with Mr, "He's—ssen Bmith :fm"nc. to me!” y
% istered Tfom the taps. “Both boats Durant’s Imstructions, but . ob- Not that I kmow of sir. I—I ~ "Ryt {t must!” protested Dick. *1f

‘out thut blow. Kee lights of &t

\ e rollat. | Mesbr BedN I am cleared, it Is anothar thing. Bot
. Beth ~pourth-

if I am not, promise me you will for-

got me!”

. "“You know that I never can—what-
bappons. Bo, I aak you now to

ot Bradley as far as practie. (ransferred him as you s
PETT nrl{n D:unypgm “Of course! w-ﬂ. m“ had
' E P b-l;‘:.‘llll I;. mtl‘l"‘ 4
ped the first agaln, and . " much more, I think, Mr. Pinck-
bling. With weak #n- Dey.”  Tho little man was trying to
5 Lele into

& Do not. expect my
sipc thei, Marsh gras aver
o ""‘f I“' Aro - éonvince himself. “I kopt him off
, * Y o A come back here—wha

MR S gt
tect, vary.” 'Th tover
. St Uﬂl‘“ : e sabed for the 3 g "No.lu-:‘l.nt. Besides, they may
i wel T"'r'l.f,l_ ndow. Ly -'QEI come to you!™
L AU SR T ey . o S S OgWTIEN" 08 AN semed  Dick

-

rad
'

trembling. "And even if you could,
I could not let you. But coms!" He
turned from her, as the only way of
end it. "They are walting for us.

es, we can have this out
know

bas just told us, the may
be held this morning, If Ne oan
get nothing to clear me now, be
never can!'

“Then ocome—quickliy!"
They returned to the others,
“If you are all ready,” Bradley

began tiently, "I wish to ask
Marsh t who waa the foreman for
the ?‘m forging of the Bommers
gunt

The lﬂm-';:n tluuchodt l‘ul bande

y. * ¥y, I wasn't in dnm

of things then,” he replied. ‘Mr.

Durant and Mr. Pinckney were both
atill hers. I was merely present.”

"Exactly. 8o, being present,

Marsh,” Hradley replied, “surely you 8°d

W hy—yes, aire: replied Marsh
“Why—yes g arsh re-
luctantly. "it was Bmith, I think."

‘"Whom you sent for specially shat
afternoon, did you not?"

“Wby, i~1 heard mo."

“You heard he was sent for? Bul
you ,gaulil #60 he was drunk. couldn't
rw L

“Why, S Mamb's eyss wan-
::?d to ‘:nm :’Ild to Pinokney
“That is, he mw

"Why did you put him in charge &f
that lhn'l"

Marsh was appealing for ald,
“Yes, | was thers, Mr. Bradley*
Etherington put in .mm » “Bmith

spite of bis condition, , and
gve him something to steady hm, 1
told Lisut. Bommers that at time.”

“I am not questionl Mr,
Pinckney," m:rn-l Brﬂl ,.m."l am
arsh if bhe b

Leary with & hammer,
m_‘;llr; g&ml. I don't “M to ob-
srington s
U g e e o

af
E-‘::::{mn. uﬂzqor uu%‘ ~
] I£ to

‘Q;:a;'l.l, 80, But wash't he Bired

“Here, sir? No,"
“l saw to it personally, Bradley.”

Pinckney put In agaln, “that th

should prevantsd ever ob-

taining empl ta rant.”
“Quite so—at nt, Mr, Pinok-

ney!" Bradloy caught him up at-onoe,
;’,’}",.'.“’" about your works at Mead-
"

“Meadville ™

“Yos—whare Brollh In employed In
your works at pressnt. You dis-
charged him ostantatiously youreelf,
Mr. Pinckney; but, Marsh, you em-
ployed him agatn and him to
work at Meadville atter Mr. Pinckaey
was gone—under his orders, sh?”
\ "Why—why—" stammered Marsh.

"You need not anewer. During the
ten days | had to wait around before
1 could Investigate facts inside the of-
fice, I found out a faw thi outside.
S!n- ‘yourssif lhatu

you,
anew. of Smith's heore
.::n of which—or,
_ “ m go

tenant Bommers

tha real charge, remamber,
Dl.ct whispored

4 you
Marsh?™ sald

"here ihai

another exoallent place at Iludvuu.h“;
and glanced over his notes. Finckney
was glaring impotantly at Marsh, who
could only look down at the fou

Mr. Durant remained
silant. But Frances, with brighten
eyes, gtole her hand over to touc
“Dlck's confdently,

The Becret Bervice man sat

“Marsh,” B oy

*Yea, alr.’ . = son, on charge of attem o sell: t day and 1 " g
“At & propr, constant, and even 4 of Jiy Sun 6o ala. RS Waltor, WWo=a
Beat, Marsh?" B i o N N ked puddesly, traitor like you, to -
"\i'hy—otlomu. sir!” Marsh maa- 5',“1:_":“ ::. I-“d v ¥ o %1* ' =
“Bu:on:l.&% Marsh, nor myself, n:; ::l'n were o:ll:ll_v.ll for sals to > -'In.l Diakh—Dioki* o 4

who wa ; 5 K
B PR inmany vorunteered. sgain Wl Liny werd, These duplioats S erusblng It fa mer sed g
belloved that, even under the most ra were taken ol WS son ‘joy, horrog i
Meal conditions malntained through- w the -%. I s e, LN
::ti Bommers's gun would stand any :l‘ J - m a :‘.
“But if the heat were not properly 08 DOCKeL &n w pon Ill-‘la 3
maintained in that furnace, Mareh. - et e G mue ‘man, :

Bradley comtinued, not heeding the
interruption, "It would surely wealken
and ruin the gun, would It not?

»
“Why—of ocourse, asir. But, as 1 armse.
showed In the records I kept 1o give ""..,':.:',::,,.- o
Lisut, Sommers, and which he &D« 4404 charge with :
roved, alr, 1 was fare th‘ol lompera- || postpone for the b "I
ures wers properly kept.” in considering the other a
*Then you did not suspect, did you, ln nnu'd a8 v n i mwh ﬂ
that the heat waa reduced during the them—if Lisutenant Bommers 0 the o08  “Bgg ha
mum 8:;1':.11;&1":::;1:-:1 and z;zunvﬂmn. For the !.l‘h:. e to 'um A
furnace him making a - -y
B B e e Sl T St St [ o e
“Of goursae not!™ plode at the flrel test; i et woos . *
“Or that anything else was done to second charges him with | tlares, the litule 1
ruln the gun?”, to séll the same ¥ ves, but -“# »
“Why—of course not, sirl" experts from sun works. in the pangiing, Mr. A
*Then why did you write to warn __"Now, I came here and discoversd Fowever, [ belleve we can ;
the men Ing the test to be sure the few rather significant him that there's no need ¥
and stay within their sheltars when ﬁ:";,:::’.“ RIS me to make aneiber in -
rs gun was tested firet, -
"Why—I Qldn't, sir! 1" leniency n dealing with this &ruphsd iy, Durast put out his hand, feet
B 4 ou did, Marsh! You dida't Bmith, who was put In the jokt, then to Marsh

ur. hand.
ught it was lost,

~“Then why didn'{ you warn them
ourself, Mr. Pipckney; and why dld
arsh write anonymoualy, try to dis-
R‘?t"“ his hand, and, just now, deny

Nelther

“This is only about the

back.

ever Invent =&
Bradley suddenly.
"1™ He consldered, , '

“What!

? y—of course not, #Mr."”

“Don‘t you know Rheinntrum pretty
well, t.!lll'f"

5 L ’ *
“Has he Daver been at the worke? hat’

| :‘armmnulmn oné who 'V
'nao-c-lr- L.

attontively

began agalin, “If
that gun went Into the finlshing fur-
nace at thm-;luirt.v. when ashould it
bave come out?”
‘“At half-past ten, as it did,"” Marsh
replied mnﬂduuz to this, “na Lieu-
Imself knows, Mr.
Durant saw it in himaself at haif-past
three.”
“Then It was properly in eeven
Soure?"

But you wrotes it. You
becauss It was X

not mentioned In the newspapers. clear conviction in ® mind

Put we found It on the body of ous

of the gunhers”

Marsh nor Pickney had now,
any reply to make to this. Mr. Dur-
was observing them both eurl-
ously. Frances's fingers caught Dick's
qx’in, and closed over them,
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